Plenary Session 1. Global and regional
socioeconomic developments: a perfect storm

Sabine Queiss

Sabhine Queiss is a columnist, and business and political editor at An-Nahar Newspaper
since 1997. She was a Talk Show Host for 7 years (2005-2012) at Future Television and
contributed to the Arabic edition of global media outlets including the “Independent
Arabia”, (till 2018). She is a lecturer in economics and development at An-Nahar Academy
among several other media institutions, and Author for several books on the dynamics of
the local banking and industrial sector. She is the President of the Association of Economic
Journalists and a Public Relations consultant for leading Lebanon-based companies.

David Nabarro

David Nabarro is Co-Director of the Institute of Global Health Innovation and Professor of
Global Health at Imperial College London. He established the Geneva-based foundation
Skills, Systems and Synergies for Sustainable Development (4SD) with Florence Lashennes
in 2018. 4SD accompanies development practitioners as they advance the transformation
of complex people-centred systems. Through 4SD, Nabarro has served as Special Envoy
of the World Health Organization (WHO) on COVID-19 (since early 2020) and has led the
Food Workstream in the United Nations Global Crisis Response Group on Food, Energy

and Finance (GCRG) since March 2022: this equips the United Nations to respond to
uneven pressures being faced by people and nations due to increases in the cost of living,
exacerbated by the war in Ukraine.

Fayza Shaheen

Fayza Shaheen is the Inequality and Exclusion Program Lead for the Pathfinders for
Peaceful, Just and Inclusive Societies. An economist, writer, activist and commentator, she
has published on inequality, austerity, immigration, youth unemployment and social mobility.
She served as Director of the Centre for Labour & Social Studies, Head of Inequality

and Sustainable Development at Save the Children in the United Kingdom, and Senior
Researcher on economic inequality at New Economics Foundation. In 2017, Shaheen was
named Observer's Rising Star for campaigning, nominated as Asian Woman of the Year and
included in the Top 100 Influencers on the Left list in the United Kingdom.




Barbara Adams

Barbara Adams is President of Global Policy Forum and part-time Professor at the New
School. Trained as an economist, Barbara Adams’ experience and expertise have many
S facets — as a researcher and teacher, as a civil society organizations policy advocate,

' and with a long tenure working for the United Nations. A consistent theme has been
rights and justice in multilateralism, governance and sustainability. She has authored and
co-authored many articles, reports, commissioned studies and books, and is a regular
contributor in the Global Policy Watch briefings series and the annual Spotlight Report
on Sustainable Development. Publications include: Accounting for Africa at the United
Nations: A Guide for Non-Governmental Organizations; Putting Gender on the Agenda;
Climate Justice in a Changing World, co-authored with Gretchen Luchsinger; Reclaiming
Multilateralism for People, Rights and Sustainable Development; Whose Development,
Whose UN?; and Fit for Whose Purpose?, co-authored with Jens Martens. She has been
the author of a chapter in the Routledge Handbook on the UN and Development and is the
guest editor for a special edition of the Journal Development.

Attiya Waris

Attiya Warris is the current United Nations Independent Expert on Foreign Debt and
other related international financial obligations of States on Human Rights and is the
only Professor of Fiscal Law and Policy in Eastern Africa. She is a Commissioner on the
: Lancet-0'Neil Commission on racism and Structural Discrimination in Health and Chairs
&/ the Supervisory Board of the Capabuild Foundation. She holds a PhD in Law and is a
specialistin fiscal law, policy and development. She is an advocate, company secretary
and arbitrator of 20 years standing. She has published widely, most notably her book
“Tax and Development” (2013) is the first publication globally that links the areas of tax
and human rights and her more recent publication “Financing Africa” (2019) is the first
publication globally to map out African fiscal systems.

Ahmad Majdalani

Ahmad Majdalani is the Minister of Social Development in the State of Palestine. He
served in many positions and was the General Secretary of the Palestinian Popular
Struggle Front, A member of the Executive Committee of the Palestinian Liberation
Organization, and Chairperson of the Palestinian Planning and labor Department. He
holds a bachelor's degree in Political Sciences and PhD in Economic Philosophy. He is
the author of various studies and research. Supervised many projects in Ramallah like
Institutional Support to the Palestinian Agricultural, the the National Conference For
Enhancing, Integrity, Transparency and Accountability in the Palestinian society (AMAN),
a study on the infrastructure investment in the State of Palestine, etc.






