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Background and objective 

Transboundary environmental problems have increased in prevalence 
over recent years in the Arab Region where the scope and extent of the 
problems, and hence possibility of impacts outside of national borders, 
have been considerably greater. Examples of transboundary 
environmental issues include climate change, biodiversity loss, and air 
pollution.  

The objective of this Special Session is to provide a regional overview of 
the transboundary climate risks in the Arab region and relevant risks to 
peace and security and how current efforts, capacities and regional 
platforms in the region can contribute to better management of shared 
resources. Adaptation is not local or national – it can also be regional or 
global, it requires scientific knowledge and cooperation at all scales.  

 

Questions to be addressed 

1. How have transboundary issues featured in policy making in the 
Arab countries? 

2. What are the ways in which governments can approach 
transboundary risk? Are there relevant examples regionally and 
globally?  

3. How can transboundary risk assessments support national 
adaptation planning? 

4. Can lessons be learned from the health and economic response to 
the COVID-19 pandemic? 

Moderator(s) 
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Regional Coordinator 
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Chair, Kuwait Institute for Scientific 
Research,  
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Dr. Nadim Farajalla 

Director, Climate Change and 
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Issam Fares Institute for Public 
Policy and International Affairs, 
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Mr. Yousif Yousif,  
Head, International Cooperation 
Department 
Ministry of Environment, Iraq  
 
 

This Special Session will be organized 
virtually through Zoom: (Link) from the 
Meeting Room (600A) at the UN House – 
Beirut.   

      
   

 

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Q-xy1QLlTOeWqUgPVEPl2A

